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e do not find that God ever owned above two Religions in the World; 
the one of Ceremonies, the other wichout, The firſt diQzred 
to Moſes by God himſelt ; which tho it conſiſted of ſeveral peculiar Rites, 
Oblations and Ceremomes, yet was their inſtirution grounded upon Reaſon, 
beingeither Remembrances of their Deliverances, or Types and Significations 
of the great Sacrifice which was to come, inſomuch that God did not require 
of the Jews to have wy other Gods but bim, but tor a particular Reas 


ſon- 

The ſecond Religion was that which the corqual Son of God firſt tavght in 
Fadea, and commanded his Diſciples to ſpread over the World: A Religion 
plain and Simple, and, as I may ſay, without Welt or Guard, bur ſo fol of 
Truth and Sincerity, ſo full of vertuous precepts, all tending ro make Men 
bappy both in this and the other Life, that it may truly be ſaid to have deſcen- 
ded from Heaven, and to have been the untainted DoArine of 2 moſt perfe& 
Deity. Now as no Government can ſubliſt without Religion 3 we th 
our (elves the moſt happy people in the World, when once reform'd, not 
ro the Proteſtant Religion, which is that which comes neareſt to the Rules of 
Sacred Inftitgtion, bur to the moſt refined Exerciſe of the proteſtant Religions 
now praftis'd in the World ; Wherein there is neither Defe& of Devoriog' 
nor redundances of Superftition, a Decency with Gravity, a Decorum a= 
voiding the Morofeneſs of a Clowniſh Behaviour to the Sqvemignof Heavenc.: 
No Superſtitions afluwing to its ſelf x SanRity aboye others; but: piecy, wid ; 

charity grounded upeo, and warranted by Scripture, without. which al Relir; 
gian is but a ſeemiog, and no true Religion, -] Ye al 

For this Reaſon it was, that the Author of this'enſaing paper, 3 petſony of 
no leſs piety and Learning than Sharpneſs of Wit and-Soungneſs of Jademenr; * 
wrote with ſuch at Abborrence as he does of the popiſh Religics, ff ma C 
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. Gdſeryopy'be call'd a Religion, 2s the Geatleman yell obſetyes ; and [this = 


—_— — _— ror tt} ogy << uo —— w_ - + —_— - 
Fa al o - p. 


« + k . Sy * _2 
1:33 : 


"Iaboured to ſer it forth ln its. properColours,as if be had ihrended ie ns bis laſt Les. 
{. gacy to this Nation, to ſhew hew ryingys T3 to us, ſhould we be #- 
-pnio.compell'd co imbrace it ; ind with the Dog be conftrained to return to our 

| r Vomit: And as it were Prophe:ically to let us underſtand what s De- 
| liverance G O D has been pleaſed co bie's us witha) ,, » in fo lardy freeing the 
| Kingdom from ghaf Inundycion of Antichrifian Pomp and Vanity,and Cheats 
' of Romiſh Superſlition, which was abour to have overwhelmed it, *Tis erae; 
' ahe Touckcs are bold 3+ bat ic is a Deſcription eo the Life: - And bold $trexbe 
| bt Painting ate many times more grateful to the Eye and Mafter-like, than che 
 ſmoath Touches of an effemigace Pencil, , For which Reaſon it was thoughe 
| expedient to abſtraRt. theſe few Pages from the reſt of the Treatiſe; and eg 
| hug chew up in the Face of che Nation, as ee molt Jively PiQure of the Seq» 
| Toality, Vaouy 28d Teeachery , of the Romilh/ Profclſion» The Words 
; tbewlclves are theſe, Ioſbort, ſays he, there js porhjing comes nearer in Goe 
} vertiment to. the Divine PerfeRtion, than where the Monarch, as with vs, eg». 
| joys 2 Capacity Of doing zi the Good imaginable to Mankuad, -pader gifabili- 
| $ir3 to all char is eval oo 3; 
» And.as we are thus happy-ia the-Conſticution of opr Stare, lo are 
*Weyer more bleſſed in that of our Church 4, being free from thar 


- Rowiſh Yoke, 'which ſo great a part of Chriſtendom doyer draw and 
| 


| 


4 there is yet @ Cert Bone F/des 1n-the extravagant Belief, 
 ndiatevirp of gy-crromrous Profeſſion fury render ic mace pardon» 
abl6ln6rvis ny Componnd of afl the Three, an extra@of what- 
ſonyer ivr oft TTce OR: and Tmpioos.in rheiy incorporated with * 

reptaſicliia gs i8 ow, Ibid thoſe were dfcien 
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i abo their other Devices, that Tranſubſtantial SaZaciſm z whereby thay 
i! . olorified Body, which ac the ſame time they allow to be in Nenyen, is Sold «-, 
{ oain, and Crucified daily upon ull the Altars of their Communion. For, GOD 
indeed may now and then do a Miracle,but a Romiſh Priefhtan,it ſeems works 
in one Moment 2 Thouſand Impoſlibilitiess. Thus by a' n&w-and Antiſcriptural 
Belief, compiled of Terrours rothe Phanſie, ContradiQions to Senſe, and Ims' 
poſitions on the underſt»nding, their Laity have turned Tenants for their Souls, 
and in Conſequence Tributary for their Eſtates to a more than Omnipa» 


tent Prieſthood» 


1 muſt Indeed do them that RIzht to avow, that out of equitable Confideration, and Re- 
ſe of ſo falchful a Slavery,they have diſcharged the People from all other Services and 
De ance, Infranchifed chem from all Duty ro God or Man; 4nſo much that their ſevereſe 
and more learned Divjncs,thelr Governours of Conſcicncehave fo well Inftrufted chemn all 
the Arts of Circumventing their Nelghbour, and of Colluding with Heaven; that were the 
Scholars as apt as thelr Teachers, there would have been long fince an end of all clher true 
' Plety or common Honeſty 3 and nothing left among them but authorized Hypocrifie, Licen- 
| tfonſneſſe and Knavery ; had not the natural worth of the becter ſort , and the good Simpli. 
chy of the Meaner,- io great meaſure preſerved them. For nothing indeed, bur an extre-» 
ordinary Temper and Ingenuity of Spirit, and that roo affilted by a Diviner Influence, could 
| poſſibly refiratn thoſe within any the Terms or Laws oſHamanity,who at the ſame time own the 
" D-&chae of cheir Caſulrs, or the Authority of the Pope, as it is by him claimed and exerciſed. 
; Heby his Indulgences delivers Souls out of the palns of the other World : So chat who would 
; refuſe ro be vi here, upon ſo good Security, He by his Diſpenſatlon annuls Contrafts 
! berwixt Man and Man, diffolres Oaths between Princes, or berwixt them and their People, 
and gives Allowance in Caſes which God and Nature prohibles. He, as Clerk of the $pj- 
ritaal Marker, hath ſer a Rate upon all Crimes : The more flagitious they are and abominadle, 
the berrer Commodities, end Men payonly an higher price as for greater Rarities. $0 thar 
Jr ſeems 8s if the Com s of God been invented mecrly toereR an Office for the 
Pope ; the worſe Chrifilens Men arc, the better Cuſtomers: And this Rome does by the 
ſame People rs Church, as the Pagan Kome the City, by opening « SanRuary to all 
alefaQors. And why nor, if his power be Indeed of fuch Verrue and Extent, as is by him 
challenged ? That he 1s the Ruler over Angels, Purgatory, and-Hell. That his Tribunal and 
Gods ure all one; * That all thar God, he can do, Cleve xon trrante, and what he docs is 
} as GOD, and not.as Man. That he is the Univerſal, Head of the Church, the ſole Interpre- 
er of ture, and e of Controverhie. 
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ne 2 of all Writers, then that | 
Fears an Biſhop, «as ocher Men are, and never ſo much as dreamed upon the ſeven | 
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Title of Vice Dess. The Exerciſe of his Dominion is in all pofnre ſuitable 
co this bis pretence, He antiquates the Precepts of Ghriſt, as things oaly 
of good Advice, not commanded : But mikes it a mortal fingeven to doube 
of any pare of his own Religion, and Demands, under pain of Damnation, 
the SubjeRion ofall Chriſtians co his Papal Auchoricy » The denying of ewo. 


' things lo Kealſcnable as blind Obedience co his power, and an Inplicic Faith 


to big DoRrine, being the moſt unpardonable Crime under his diſpenſati. 
on. He has indeed of late been ſomewhat more retentive than formerly, as 
to his Faculty of diſpoſing of Kiogdoms, the thing nut having ſucceeded 
well with bim in ſome Inſtances ; But he lays the ſame claim Rtill, continues 
the Game inclioation, and though Velvet: Headed hath the more Ifch co the 
puſhing: And howeverin order to any occaſion, be keeps himſelf in breath 
always by curfing one Prince or other upon every Munday, Thurſday : Nor is 
there any, whether Prince or Nation, that Difſents from his Ulurpations, 
but are marked out under the notion of Hereticks to Ruine and Deſtrutiony 
whenſoever he {ball give the Signal. That Word of Herefie miſapplyed, hath 
ſerved him for ſo many Ages to juftifie all the Executions, Aflaſlinations, War?, 
Maffacres and Devaftations, whereby his Faith hath been propogated z of 
which our Times alſo have got wanted Examples, aod more is to be expeRed 
for the future, For by how much any ching is moreſalſe and tinreaſonable, 
it requires. more cruelty to. eſtabliſh it. ; Xad co jntroduce that which is ab- 
ſurd, there muſt be ſomewhat done that is barbarous, Butpathing of any! 
Set in Religion can be more recommended - by all thele ierghay the 
ab = ie Pagans are excuſable'by their matural Darkneis, without Re- 
velation. The Jews aretolerable, who ſee not beyond tte Old Teſtament. 
Mabomet mas fo honeſt a5 to owne what he would be at, that he bimlelf way 
the greateſt Prophet, ati that bis was a Religion of the Hword..So that theſe 
were all,s5 Fanay ſay, of atjother Allegiance, andif Enemicy, yet-no- Trays 
eors * Bur the Pope iYoving Chriftiatuty' by profieffiori, dvcir in"Do 
As preſuming to be ' the lick, 
cure thoſe to the Death, who dare wor ſhip.the Author of their Religie 
ad of his pretended Vicegarevts 4. | FF Eg 
ne More ey Tt, not I $ nor orgeries 
"_ the Fore was for ſeveral Hundred 


pretention, on of GR ee Mes Hate 
%” 2 | wag , at [aft, growing ing a : 
fon of Confexcine, and wrieltlog another Doanion from our Savlour , advanced ther. 
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